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At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in 
the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How 
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” John 10:22-24 

Since arriving in New London, I have heard these foreboding words over and over again, "Winter is 
coming." Sometimes I wonder if I moved to New Hampshire or to the fictitious world of Westeros 
from Game of Thrones. It should come as no surprise that I have done my homework and discovered 
that the high temperature in New London in December is 34 degrees, and that in January it drops to 29 
degrees, six to eight degrees colder than in Sparta, NJ. And yes, New London averages about ten inches 
of snow per month more than Sparta, so I am well aware that Winter is coming. But, I digress.  

When I read the scripture above, what jumps out to me is the phrase, "It was winter."  The setting is 
Jerusalem around mid-December, some two thousand years ago, at the Feast of Dedication 
(a.k.a. Hanukkah). This celebration remembers the rededication of the temple in 164 B.C. after 
its desecration by the Seleucid King Antiochus IV. Ironically, this would not be the last time, 
as General Pompey of Rome would desecrate the temple again in 63 B.C., and the temple would be 
destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D. 

In the scripture, the Jews are asking Jesus, "How long will you keep us in suspense? Are you the 
Messiah?" Their question is somewhat problematic as they appear to be asking the right question, but 
with a wrong understanding. Most likely, they were seeking the Anointed King foretold in the 
scriptures who would vanquish the "outsiders" and create a free Palestine. It is unlikely any of them 
thought that the man they were questioning was a Messiah who did not come to destroy, but rather 
to make all things new for both Jew and Gentile alike.  

It would take almost 300 years before the Church adopted the Feast of the Incarnation, celebrating God 
becoming flesh and dwelling amongst us. And instead of celebrating that feast in the Spring, which is 
the season when it likely happened, they designated early Winter as its season. And we are heading into 
a celebration of the arrival of a Messiah who not only had a humble birth but brought to us a humble 
purpose. Let us embrace our discipleship as we seek to bring that humble purpose of Hope, Love, Joy, 
and Peace not just to the believer, but also to the skeptical or non-believing masses around us. 

My friends, Winter is coming! And I am so excited to be celebrating it with you this year. 

 

In His Service (and yours), 

Pat 

 

Rev. Dr. Patrick A. Sileo 

Cell Phone: 724-557-6840 

 

 



Slow Down: Reimagining the Advent Season 
As the Advent season approaches, I'm shifting my focus from the endless list 

of obligations to the handful of things I truly love to do. It feels like every 

year, the rush of cleaning, decorating, planning, shopping, baking, cooking, 

and gatherings with loved ones gets crammed into a tiny four week period. I 

often feel like I’m frantically inhaling every second just to find the power to 

forge ahead. 

This year, I'm embracing a different truth: Christmas is the time to slow 

down, not speed up. Be mindful. 

The deepest rest and peace we seek come not from completing the to-do list, 

but from the quiet contemplation of the birth of the Christ child. He is some-

one we profoundly need and want—the ultimate source of calm amidst the 

holiday clamor. It’s time to step off the holiday treadmill and cultivate a 

deeper presence by recognizing that true peace is a gift already given. 

Unwrapping the moment and being truly mindful of the time spent means 

dwelling on the miracle of His arrival, rather than rushing through tasks. 
In the spirit of a KCPC 3.0 upgrade—focused on optimizing for joy and 

peace—I am approaching this season with a critical eye, discerning what is 

truly needed versus what is simply wanted (or expected). This intentional 

shift helps ensure our energy is invested wisely. 

• Embracing New Traditions: Let go of the "shoulds" and create new 

traditions that honor rest and connection, making space for His presence. 

Perhaps it's a quiet evening of candlelit reading instead of an exhausting 

baking marathon, or choosing one heartfelt, needed gift over twenty stressful, 

wanted purchases. 
• Trying Something New: Maybe this is the year devote a morning to mind-

ful reflection, recognizing that deep presence and time with Him is a 

fundamental need that often gets overlooked. 
Presence Over Perfection: Let the dust settle, the plans remain flexible, and 

the joy reside in the simple, unhurried moments. By prioritizing the need for 

connection and calm that He offers, we naturally reduce the pressure for 

unattainable holiday perfection. 
My intention this Advent is to exhale fully and savor the peace that the 

arrival of Christ brings to this beautiful season. 
 

Live and Learn 
by Roberta Hollinger  ~  kcpcfaith@gmail.com 

http://kcpcfaith@gmail.com


What’s happening... 

Serving great food 

 & fellowship. 

Please join us at  

Men’s Breakfast 
                  

 Tuesday ~ 7:30 AM 

 Jan. 6, 2026 
  

       

 
KCPC December Calendar of Events: 

Sunday Worship @ 10 AM  In Person & Online 

Saturday, Dec. 13th Cookie Grab n’ Go Set-up &  
 Pizza Lunch  12:00 

Sunday, Dec. 14th After Worship: 
 Cookie Grab n’ Go 
 Caroling 

Monday, Dec. 15th  Women of Faith  10:30 

Tuesday, Dec. 16th Faith Book Group  6:30 

Wednesday, Dec. 17th Bell   6:00 
 Choir  7:15 

Thursday, Dec. 18th Bible Study. B. O. A. 9:00 
 Session  5:00 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th Family Service  4:00 
 Candlelight Service  6:00 
 
 

KCPC January Calendar of Events: 

Sunday Worship @ 10 AM  In Person & Online 

Every Monday Women of Faith  10:30 

Every Wednesday Bells 6:00 
 Choir 7:15 

Every Thursday Bible Study, B. O. A.  9:00 

Tuesday, Jan. 6th Men’s Breakfast  7:30 

Sunday, Jan. 11th Deacons ~ After Worship 

Tuesday, Jan. 13th T.O.D.  6:30 

Thursday, Jan. 15th Session  5:00 

Tuesday, Jan. 20th Faith Book Group  6:30 



Celebrating Winter 
Birthdays! 

 December Birthdays 

12/2 Carolyn Hager 

12/3 Kathy Bennett 

12/9 Sally Jones 

12/13 Tom Cleaveland 

12/15 Chris Cundey 

12/18 Eve Hiatt 

12/29 Wayne French 

January Birthdays 

1/11 Karen McGrew 

 Jonathan Scheuch 

1/22 Allan Davis 

Christmas Staff Gifts 
 

It has been the historic practice at KCPC to provide a Christmas “bonus” 

to the members of our dedicated Church Staff as a way of thanking them 

for their tireless service on behalf of KCPC.  To accomplish this we create 

a pool of funds from which we allocate the gifts to each person in accord-

ance with a formula approved by the Session.   

We recognize that we are not always able to compensate our wonderful Staff in a manner that 

we might otherwise prefer.  This is one way to show our collective appreciation for all the good 

works that they do for us, week in and week out, to make KCPC the special place that we all 

love.  

We invite you to participate in this program again this year.  You can place your check in the 

offering plate or mail it to the Church Office.  Make your check payable to 

KCPC and indicate in the lower left that it is for the Christmas Staff Gifts. 

We thank you in advance for your ongoing support.         

Did we miss your birthday? 
If we missed your birthday (we are so sorry) 

and you’d like it posted in the monthly Petros, 
please let Maria know by emailing her at: 

officem@tds.net 
or by calling the office at: 

603-526-4800. 



KCPC’s Presbyterian Women  

invite you to don your favorite Christmas sweater 

as we gather together for some holiday fellowship and fun! 

Please join us for pizza & ice cream for lunch  

followed by a cookie packing extravaganza  

for our  5th annual 

Christmas Cookie Grab & Go!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Saturday December 13th 
• 12:00 Pizza & ice cream lunch - please come, 

even if you choose not bake this year - we love 
having time to catch up with friends 

• 1:00(ish) Cookie packaging begins!  

 

We’re looking for our army of cookie baking elves to once again donate 
their time, talent and most importantly, cookies 

for this fun-filled and scrumptious event.  

 

Please plan to donate 2 dozen or more cookies - thank you 

Questions? Please contact Kris Walters at kriswalters66@gmail.com  

 

Ho Ho Ho & Many Blessings to you all, 

Kris (Walters) Kringle 

mailto:kriswalters66@gmail.com


Holiday 
  Flowers     
It’s time again to place orders for the 

holiday flowers to beautify our sanctuary for the 

Christmas Services. Anyone who would like to re-

member a loved one or honor someone special in 

their life may do so. The cost of the plants this year 

will be $18.00. Please return the completed form be-

low to the Church Office by Sunday, December 14th 

with your donation. 

Checks should be made payable to: 

Kearsarge Community Presbyterian Church 

with the notation of: Holiday Flowers. 

Name(s): 

 

 

Phone: 

Email: 

 

Total number of plants          x $18.00= $ 

I (We) wish the flowers to be in memory of: 

 

 

I (We) wish the flowers to celebrate: 

 

 

I (We) wish to donate the 

flowers anonymously. 

 

~ Cauliflower Soup ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the kitchen of  

Lavinia Csontos 

 

1 Cauliflower, broken into florets 

2  10.75 oz. cans of cream of chicken soup 

1 can cheddar cheese soup, undiluted 

1 14.5 oz. can chicken broth 

2 cups milk 

 

Cook the cauliflower in one inch of 

water simmering for 6 to 10 minutes. 

In another pot, combine soups, broth 

& milk. Heat through. 

Drain the cauliflower and add it to the 

soup pot. 

Add a little cornstarch if needed to 

thicken. 

 

This recipe was served at the Fall Soup 

and Salad Luncheon in November.  

Many people have requested the recipe 

and Lavinia was gracious enough to 

offer it for everyone now to enjoy.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PW Fall Soup and Salad 

 
Thank you to those who: 

Organized 

Set up 

Chopped 

Stirred 

Cooked 

Baked 

Washed 

Cleaned up 

and 

ATE!!! 

 
We were able to use the pro-

ceeds, add a dash more, 

and donate $500 to Danbury 
Food Pantry. 

"Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit..."    Matthew 28:19 

 

In over two decades of ministry, I 

have been blessed to baptize infants, 

children, and teenagers. I have been 

humbled to baptize men and women 

in their 20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, and 60s. 

But nothing tops baptizing someone 

in their 80s!  I give thanks to the Lord 

for giving me the privilege and pro-

found honor to baptize Leigh. 



 PETROS PUBLICATION 

 Deadline for the February 

 issue of the newsletter is:    

 Sunday, January 18, 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

One way to send info to us:  officem@tds.net                                                                                                                                           

Or: You may submit a typewritten  copy of 

your article. The above may be left in the 

church office mailbox. 

Statement of Purpose: 

The Kearsarge Community Presbyterian 

Church is a community of Christians striving 

to do God’s work on earth. We proclaim that 

the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, give us direction 

and purpose as a people of faith. 

Online Giving now at KCPC! 
The Stewardship Committee is pleased to announce that KCPC now has an online giving platform.  Click on 
this QR code to direct your pledge payment, monetary gift in the general offering plate, or specific donation 
to things like WishList NH, planned gifts, staff Christmas presents or a gift in memory of a loved one.  

You will receive an immediate email acknowledgement of your gift and an end--of-the-year acknowledge-
ment of your tax-deductible donations from the church.  

CONTACTING THE CHURCH   
Kearsarge Community Presbyterian Church 

82 King Hill Rd., New London, NH  03257 

603-526-4800   officem@tds.net 

www.kcpcnlnh.com      

                          

Staff:  

Rev. Dr. Patrick A. Sileo, Pastor  
Roberta Hollinger, Education Director 

Frances Steven-Putnam, Music Director 
Jason Paquette, Church Accompanist 

Maria Barnard, Office Manager 
James Sferes, AV Technical Director 

 

Please Contact For More Info: 
Presbyterian Women, Roberta Hollinger  
WishListNH Ministry, Lorelle Foulds 

Christian Education, Roberta Hollinger 
Bell Choir, Gary Rothe 

Good Day Respite, Jan Sahler 
Feed the Freezer, Ruth Storey 

 KLS Food Pantry, Kathi Kelly 
 KCPC Food Bank, Doug Darling 

KCPC Wood Ministry, John Foulds 
 

~ Church Officers ~ 

Session 
Russ Doughty ‘26 (774) 219-9066 
Bruce Herd ‘26 (603) 863-6983 
Paul Seyfried ‘26 (603) 763-9232 
Ruth Storey ‘26 (603) 252-0238 
Doug Darling ‘27 (502) 468-2623 
Linda Hoffman ‘27 (603) 520-9981 
Gerald Putnam ‘27 (603) 927-6363 
Paul Sahler ‘27 (603) 568-2522 
Peter Bride ‘28 (603) 491-7337 
Lorelle Foulds ‘28 (203) 952-6687 
Jeff Hollinger ‘28 (603) 526-2591 
Jonathan Scheuch ‘28 (603) 369-9130 

 
Clerk of Session, Barbara Rothe 

Financial Secretary, Anne Holmes 
Asst. Financial Secretary, John Walters 

Treasurer, Sara Scheuch 
  

Deacons 

Barbara Cooper ‘26 (603) 763-9286 
Anne Holmes ‘26 (603) 491-5299 
Kris Walters ‘26 (603) 731-7762 
Donna Young ‘26 (603) 748-2202 
Susan Bradford ‘27 (603) 931-2869 
Jerry Cooper ‘27 (603) 763-9286 
Wanda Doughty ‘27 (774) 219-9065 
Nancy Marsh ‘27 (603) 748-4980 
Laurie Bride ‘28 (603) 545-2377 
Roy Jobst ‘28 (203) 980-6094 
Susan Rogers ‘28 (603) 770-9239 
Lauri-ann Smerald ‘28 (603) 491-9891 

 
Co-Moderators, Wanda Doughty & Kris Walters 

Secretary of Deacons, Barbara Cooper 


