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For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many,
are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—dJews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. For the body does not consist of
one member but of many. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14

As I write this, I'm nearing the end of my first year of service at KCPC. I'm still learning the rhythms
of the year, and this is my first full Summer season. It can be pretty deceiving when you arrive in mid-
summer, as the “new” pastor is here, and there is joy and curiosity in the air. Then the next Summer
arrives and becomes more routine. I am a realist, and this is not my first rodeo; this is the season for
graduations, vacations, and good weather, and numbers normally drop.

Prior to the pandemic, some churches, like the one I served in New Jersey, had been offering online
worship services to accommodate those who were shut-in, sick, or traveling. We converted from our
old system to YouTube in the Summer 2019. Then COVID hit, and online worship exploded. Our tech
team helped other churches set up online worship for their congregations, as basically everyone had
become a “shut-in.” It is an amazing tool!

Recently, I stood in a hospital room visiting our oldest member. She winters at her daughter’s house in
Massachusetts and summers in New Hampshire. Her health challenges have prevented her from attend-
ing worship for the past year or more, yet she dutifully watches it on YouTube. What struck me was
her palpable grief that she could not be with fellow worshippers; she misses the Body of Christ! I have
heard and seen this from shut-in members in all four church families I have served over the decades.
It’s not about lack of home visits but about gathering, worshipping, fellowshiping, and love that is
yearned for.

Here’s the rub. Since online services became readily available around the world, this amazing broad-
cast tool has prevented many churches from recovering to their past attendance numbers. People be-
came too comfortable not having to get ready and travel to church; they simply watch. The sense of
community and church family has been waning. The convenience has become an albatross; it is dam-
aging the Body.

Let me remind you of the powerful wisdom of the author of the letter to the Hebrew Christians, who
dealt with the same issue twenty centuries ago, when YouTube was not the culprit!

Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the day drawing
near. Hebrews 10:14-15

Friends, the strength of Christ’s church has always been in the community. During the persecutions,
they worshiped in homes, catacombs, and in the woods. During wartime, people worshipped in build-
ings with windows blacked out. In countries where Christianity was forbidden, they worship in base-
ments. We have none of that, so why would we not cherish the opportunity to gather in love, worship
our God together, do good works, and encourage one another?

In His Service (and yours),

Pastor Pat



A Pilgrimage to lona, Place of Important Christian Church Beginnings
by Barbara Holland Cooper and Deborah Jones Midgett

This spring, two members from KCPC participated in a pilgrimage
to the Island of lona in Scotland - Barbara Holland Cooper and
Deborah Jones Midgett. We joined a group of friends from St An-
drew’s Episcopal Church on this 7-day visit to one of the founding
sites of the Christian church in Scotland.

Although we thought we wouldn't know anyone else on this trip,
it turned out that actually six of us had connections either to KCPC
or our town of Springfield! It turned out to be a time of joyous
sharing and reunion. The six included we two, plus Lynn Salo
(member of KCPC handbell choir), Melissa Smart and Kris Cary
(both former KCPC members), and Theresa Quinn, a St. Andrew’s
member, and our neighbor in Springfield.

lona is noted for its scenic beauty and its pastoral lifestyle. Sur-
rounded by the sea and filled with farmland. Each morning in lona
started with a worship service with communion led by Rev. Jen-
nifer McCracken, the Associate Rector at St. Andrew’s. Each even-
ing ended with a shared meal followed by a compline service in
the Bishop’s House, and then a larger service in the lona Abbey.
All the time in between we were free to explore the island by hik-
ing, reading, relaxing, or just talking and sharing stories.

lona is one of the most important Christian sites in Scotland. It
came into being when a group of monks made the perilous trip
from Ireland to the west of Scotland in the fifth century. It was St
Columba, one of the most well-known of these early evangelists,
who founded the monastic settlement on lona in 563. As the com-
munity grew, they produced illuminated (decorated) manuscripts
and accumulated religious treasures made of precious metals.
These proved irresistible to Viking raiders over the following cen-
turies who murderously plundered the abbey four times until 878.
Despite this, an active community remained at lona, and it contin-
ued to be a pilgrimage destination.

Although monastic life ended after the Reformation in the 16th
century, the abbey wasn’t completely abandoned and continued
to be a place of some importance. It was only with the final aboli-
tion of bishops in the Church of Scotland that the abbey lost its
&4 Previous influence. Centuries later, the derelict abbey was rebuilt
following the establishment of the lona Cathedral Trust in 1899. It
. restored the nave, with work completed in 1910. The lona Com-
munity, an ecumenical Christian community, founded in 1938, re-
stored the monastic living quarters, finishing in the 1960s. The ab-
bey continues to be a place of Christian pilgrimage.




At the beginning of our trip, just as we departed, one KCPC member John
Willse gave us a precious collection of his hand carved crosses to leave as
gifts during our travels. One cross now resides at the bishop's house
which is where we stayed, 2 went to the 2 leaders of the pilgrimage, Jen-
nifer McCracken and Alison Seward, and the others were happily distrib-
uted to members of the group who had travelled the farthest to get
there, a woman from Texas and another from lowa. Gifts were also given
to key staff at the bishop’s house where we stayed. The love of KCPC was
shared with many.

So, what was our most memorable experience? Thinking on the theme of
one of Jennifer's meditations. What should we take away from lona and
what should we leave in lona? We agreed we felt we want to take with
us the feeling of calm and peace and space to be contemplative. And
what did | want to leave in lona? The good feelings of our shared Christi-
anity as represented in the wooden crosses donated by John. The whole
trip was indeed a wonderful life experience.
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Pancake
Breakfast

Saturday
August 8

8 am to 11 am

Kearsarge Regional Ecumenical Ministries
Fund-raiser to help KREM meet
emergency needs of our neighbors.

Blueberry, Banana or Plain
Pancakes + Sausages with
Real Maple Syrup $10 Adults; $5 Kids

A Bring the kids; All are WELCOME

AT KCPC

[ﬂ] Plan to bring your whole family.
Or sign up to help serve the food!
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Laurie Bride
Ruth Storey
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" Deacons 11:15 4M July 10 Charlotte Lund
| Every Thursday -. July 12 Betty Carter

| Bible Study ¢ July 15 Lib Sherrill
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Greg Gutgsell
Helen Knox
Nancy Clark
Kris Walters
Susan Rhodes
Lansing Reed
Gerry Putnam
Don Wright
Carlisse Clough
Peter Bride
Nancy Marsh



Live and Learn
July/August 26

. )
Summertime 732 and I hope your living is easy. While a lot of pro-

graming is on break, summer is the perfect time for me to do my planning
for the upcoming year.

This summer will be spent reviewing Sunday School curriculum, books and
programming. I'm freshening up our Facebook page — if you have any pho-
tos from the yard sale, church events, anything — just pass it along to me.

Even though we don’t have our regular Sunday School in session we offer
crafts and games for preschool to eighth grades.

I am looking for ideas and suggestions for:

@® What you would like to see on our library. Do you know any good books
or movies we should have?

@ Any bible study you’d like to explore?
® Any thematic study or program you’d like to explore?

@ Any ideas for a Christmas event or pageant?

@ Any ideas for an Easter event or pageant?




Here is a some summertime fun. It focuses on the biblical imagery of " Fruitfulness' (perfect for
summer), using a mix of wordplay, Scripture trivia, and lateral thinking to get everyone talking.
Solutions will be revealed in the September issue!

The Puzzle: The Summer Harvest

Instructions: Solve the clues below to find words related to summer, farming, or growth. Once
you have the correct words, use the indicated letters to decode the final Scripture checklist at the
bottom.

Part 1: Cryptic Clues & Scripture Trivia

1. This summer phenomenon happens when light hits a cloudless sky, but Moses saw it
on a mountain without any heat.

o Clue: 10 letters. (Exodus 24:17)

o Answer:

o Extract the Ist and 6th letters.

o In the Parable of the Sower, this summer nuisance represents the "cares of this world"
that choke out the Word.

o Clue: 6 letters. (Matthew 13:22)

o Answer:

o Extract the 2nd letter.

o In Amos 8, the Lord shows the prophet a basket of this specific summer food to show
that the time is ripe for Israel.

o Clue: 5 letters. (Amos 8:1)

o Answer:

o Extract the 3rd letter.

o This tool is essential for a summer harvest, but Joel 3 and Revelation 14 use it as a
symbol of final judgment.

Clue: 6 letters.

Answer:

Extract the Ist letter.

Jesus said, '""Look at the fields, for they are already white for "

Clue: 7 letters. (John 4:35)

Answer:

Extract the 4th letter.
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Part 2: The Hidden Message - Unscramble the letters you extracted above to reveal the
ultimate source of a Christian's summer refreshment, found in Psalm 1:3.

6. Your Extracted Letters: | , , , , , ]

The Solution:




Session
Russ Doughty
Doug Darling
Linda Hoffman
Gerald Putnam
Paul Sahler
Peter Bride
Jonathan Scheuch
Jane Barban
Shirley Greenlee
Dave Hollinger
Jeff Hollinger
Paula Schoonmaker

~ Church Officers ~

(774) 219-9066
(502) 468-2623
(603) 520-9981
(603) 927-6363
(603) 568-2522
(603) 491-7337
(603) 369-9130
(603) 731-6252
(215) 872-5009
(603) 285-5419
(603) 520-8681
(607) 227-3999

Deacons
Kris Walters
Susan Chadwick
Wanda Doughty
Laurie Bride
Roy Jobst
Susan Rogers
Lauri-ann Smerald
Deb Seyfried
Roberta Hollinger
Stephen Greenlee

(603) 731-7762
(603) 496-5116
(774) 219-9065
(603) 545-2377
(203) 980-6094
(603) 770-9239
(603) 491-9891
(603) 763-9232
(603) 491-5588
(215) 527-1914

Co-Moderators, Wanda Doughty & Kris Walters

Clerk of Session, Barbara Rothe
Financial Secretary, Anne Holmes
Asst. Financial Secretary, John Walters
Treasurer, Sara Scheuch

Secretary of Deacons, Barbara Cooper

Online Giving now at KCPC!

The Stewardship Committee is pleased to announce that KCPC now has an online giving platform. Click on this QR code to direct your
pledge payment, monetary gift in the general offering plate, or specific donation to things like WishList NH, planned gifts, staff Christ-

mas presents or a gift in memory of a loved one.

You will receive an immediate email acknowledgement of your gift and an end--of-the-year acknowledgement of your tax-deductible

donations from the church.

PETROS PUBLICATION

Deadline for the September
1ssue of the newsletter 1s:
Tuesday, August 25, 2026.

One way to send info to us: officem@tds.net
Or: You may submit a typewritten copy of
your article. The above may be left in the
church office mailbox.

Statement of Purpose:

The Kearsarge Community Presbyterian
Church is a community of Christians striving
to do God’s work on earth. We proclaim that
the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, through
the power of the Holy Spirit, give us direction
and purpose as a people of faith.

CONTACTING THE CHURCH

Kearsarge Community Presbyterian Church

82 King Hill Rd., New London, NH 03257
603-526-4800 officem@tds.net

www.kepenlnh.com

Staff:

Rev. Dr. Patrick A. Sileo, Pastor
Roberta Hollinger, Education Director
Frances Steven-Putnam, Music Director
Jason Paquette, Church Accompanist
Maria Barnard, Office Manager
James Steres, AV Technical Director

Please Contact For More Info:
Presbyterian Women, Roberta Hollinger

WishListNH Ministry, Roberta Hollinger & Susan Hollinger

Christian Education, Roberta Hollinger
Bell Choir, Gary Rothe
Good Day Respite, Jan Sahler
Feed the Freezer, Ruth Storey
KLS Food Pantry, Kath: Kelly
KCPC Food Bank, Doug Darling




