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"I think all things, in their way, reflect heavenly truth, the imagination not least."  C.S. Lewis 

When I was in seminary, I took a course called “The Baptized Imagination.” The title came from a 
quote in Surprised by Joy by C.S. Lewis, his spiritual autobiography, as he reflected on storytelling 
and the imagination. The premise is that literature and other imaginative works—movies, art, music, 
and more—can lead to a deeper understanding of spiritual truths and experiences, even if the creator 
of the content doesn’t believe in a Creator. In other words, the baptized imagination serves as a bridge 
between the secular and the mystical, helping us discover images that can guide us in faith. That class 
opened a door I am absolutely unable to close! 

Over the years, my awakened imagination has found material for several sermon series based on 
children's books, fairy tales, art, secular music, and, yes, even Star Trek. So from Labor Day to 
Thanksgiving, I am going to share this spiritual gift in an attempt to stimulate your baptized 
imaginations; we’re going to the movies! In this sermon series, I will use nine films, some familiar 
and others not so much, to pull out truths for us to consider—some easy to spot and others not so much.  

Below is a list of the movies I will be using. If you can find them streaming, and don’t forget to look 
for some of the obscure ones on YouTube, I recommend watching them beforehand—sort of like 
homework. I warn you up front that a couple of these movies may not be your cup of tea because of 
their content or genre, so don’t feel obligated to watch if this makes you uncomfortable; I will be able 
to set the stage for you. I have also provided the year the movie was released and the rating, if there 
was one (the Motion Picture Association of America began rating films on November 1, 1968). 

Here is the list in the order they will appear:  

• The Poseidon Adventure - 1972 (PG) 

• Jaws - 1974 (PG-13) 

• Hawaii - 1966 (Not Rated)) 

• Willy Wonka - 1971 (G) 

• Unforgiven - 1992 (R) 

• Signs - 2002 (PG-13) 

• Gentleman’s Agreement - 1947 (Not Rated) 

• The Next Voice You Hear - 1950 (Not Rated) 

• The Wizard of Oz - 1939 (Not Rated) 

One last thing; a scavenger hunt so to speak. My favorite actor appears in three of these movies. 
See if you can guess who he is. 
 

In His Service (and yours), 

Pastor Pat 



What’s happening... 

Sunday Worship @ 10 AM  
In Person & Online at: www.kcpcnlnh.com 
 
 
Tuesday, September 8th 

Men’s Breakfast  7:30 AM 
 
Friday, September 11th 

9/11 25th Anniversary 
Remembrance Service  7:00 PM 
 
Sunday, September 13th 

Deacons  11:15 AM 
 
Thursday, September 17th 

Session  5:00 PM 
 
Sunday, September 20th 

Welcome Home Day ~ After Worship 
 
Tuesday, September 22nd 

Faith Book Group  6:30 PM 
 
Every Thursday 

Bible Study  9:00 AM 

9/02 Nancy Donnelly 

9/04 Jeff Hollinger 

9/11 John Habib 

9/12 Jenise Sileo 

9/15 Roberta Hollinger 

9/18 Barry Bradford 

 Gary Rothe 

9/22 Jim Carter 

 Tim Wright 

9/25 Fay Barden 

9/26 Susan Bradford 

September 

Birthdays Are Here! 

  An 
        Ecumenical 
                    Service 
             of Reflection 

“9/11” 
Twenty-Fifth 
Anniversary 

Friday 
Sept. 11, 2026 

7:00 PM 

WELCOME HOME DAY 
Sunday, September 20th 

Following the Worship Service 

Please join us in the Foulkes Hall for a PW Coffee Hour 
as we celebrate the launch of our fall ministries.  

Visit our Ministry & Volunteer Information Tables to 
explore your passions & find your niche for the upcoming year. 

We Can’t Wait to Welcome You Home! 



       Faith Book Group Reads – ’26 - ‘27 

 
Sept. Enormous Wings by Laurie Frankel 

Oct. Mad Mabel by Sally Hepworth 

Nov. By Any Other Name by Jodi Picoult 

Dec. Last Christmas in Paris by Hazel Gaynor & Heather Webb 

 OR: Good Spirits by B.K. Borison 

  The Most Wonderful Crime of the Year by Ally Carter 

Jan.  The Island of Missing Trees by Elif Shafak 

Feb.  Life, A Love Story by Elizabeth Berg 

Mar.  The Berry Pickers by Amanda Peters 

Apr.  The Midnight Train by Matt Haig 

May  John of John by Douglas Stuart 

June  Kin by Tayari Jones 

~ Reflections ~ 
 What Remains 
 Paula Schoonmaker 
 

  Life unfolds in ways that are sometimes unexpected and wonderful and, 

  at times, unexpected and filled with turmoil. We all walk through these 

seasons of waiting and wondering what lies ahead. Will life have the same meaning it 

did “before”? Will I be the same person I was “before”? It can feel like our old lives are 

being stripped away, and what is left is the scaffolding for a new beginning and a new 

perspective. I am learning that faith does not always mean having answers. Sometimes 

it simply means taking the next step, trusting that even when the road ahead is unclear, 

there is still goodness to be found along the way. 
 

Remember that God is good and will never leave your side, even when it can 

feel difficult to feel his presence. I am grateful every day for his enduring Love 

and presence in my life, as I am grateful for your presence and love in my life.  
 

So, my “new” perspective?  Eat the ice cream! Do what you love! Enjoy the 

slow morning, if you can find one. And most importantly, let your lives be a 

testimony of faith even in our seasons of waiting and wondering. 



Online Giving now at KCPC! 
The Stewardship Committee is pleased to announce that KCPC now has an online giving platform.  Click on this QR code to direct your 
pledge payment, monetary gift in the general offering plate, or specific donation to things like WishList NH, planned gifts, staff Christ-
mas presents or a gift in memory of a loved one.  

You will receive an immediate email acknowledgement of your gift and an end--of-the-year acknowledgement of your tax-deductible 
donations from the church.  

CONTACTING THE CHURCH   
Kearsarge Community Presbyterian Church 

82 King Hill Rd., New London, NH  03257 

603-526-4800   officem@tds.net 

www.kcpcnlnh.com                               

Staff:  

Rev. Dr. Patrick A. Sileo, Pastor  
Roberta Hollinger, Education Director 

Frances Steven-Putnam, Music Director 

Jason Paquette, Church Accompanist 

Maria Barnard, Office Manager 

James Sferes, AV Technical Director 

 

Please Contact For More Info: 

Presbyterian Women, Roberta Hollinger  

WishListNH Ministry, Roberta Hollinger & Susan Hollinger 

Christian Education, Roberta Hollinger 

Bell Choir, Gary Rothe 

Good Day Respite, Jan Sahler 

Feed the Freezer, Ruth Storey 

 KLS Food Pantry, Kathi Kelly 

 KCPC Food Bank, Doug Darling 

 
 

 

~ Church Officers ~ 

 PETROS PUBLICATION 

 Deadline for the October 

 issue of the newsletter is:    

 Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

One way to send info to us:  officem@tds.net                                                                                                                                           

Or: You may submit a typewritten  copy of 

your article. The above may be left in the 

church office mailbox. 

Statement of Purpose: 

The Kearsarge Community Presbyterian 

Church is a community of Christians striving 

to do God’s work on earth. We proclaim that 

the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, give us direction 

and purpose as a people of faith. 

Session 

Russ Doughty ‘27 (774) 219-9066 

Doug Darling ‘27 (502) 468-2623 

Linda Hoffman ‘27 (603) 520-9981 

Gerald Putnam ‘27 (603) 927-6363 

Paul Sahler ‘27 (603) 568-2522 

Peter Bride ‘28 (603) 491-7337 

Jonathan Scheuch ‘28 (603) 369-9130 

Jane Barban ‘29 (603) 731-6252 

Shirley Greenlee ‘29 (215) 872-5009 

Dave Hollinger ‘29 (603) 285-5419 

Jeff Hollinger  (603) 520-8681 

Paula Schoonmaker ‘29 (607) 227-3999 

Clerk of Session, Barbara Rothe 

Financial Secretary, Anne Holmes 

Asst. Financial Secretary, John Walters 

Treasurer, Sara Scheuch 

Deacons 

Kris Walters ‘26 (603) 731-7762 

Susan Chadwick ‘26 (603) 496-5116 

Wanda Doughty ‘27 (774) 219-9065 

Laurie Bride ‘28 (603) 545-2377 

Roy Jobst ‘28 (203) 980-6094 

Susan Rogers ‘28 (603) 770-9239 

Lauri-ann Smerald ‘28 (603) 491-9891 

Deb Seyfried ‘28 (603) 763-9232 

Roberta Hollinger ‘28 (603) 491-5588 

Stephen Greenlee ‘28 (215) 527-1914 

 

Co-Moderators, Wanda Doughty & Kris Walters 

Secretary of Deacons, Laurie Bride 

 

  


