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2|l More on Small Groups Roberta Hollinger

T] F Note: This article is excerpted from Making a Case for Small Groups. kepcyouth@tds.net

Churches use all sorts of names for small groups—Ilife groups, growth groups, home groups, cell groups. They
also use various models, numerous strategies for connection, various plans for assimilation, and church-specific
vision and goals for their group ministries. Yet all would agree that small groups are a means to an end, not an
end in and of themselves. Small groups exist as a way for people to engage in biblical community that helps
them become more like Jesus in every area of their lives. The following are a few key biblical foundations,
ministry purposes, and benefits of small groups.

Biblical Basis for Small Groups

God himself is in a community of three persons in one—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—who exist in perfect
unity. So it is not surprising that from the beginning, God created us to be in community with one another.
Genesis 2:18 states: "It is not good for man to be alone." This passage is often used in the context of marriage,
but it also speaks to our fundamental need to connect with others in the human community. What is striking
about this statement is that God makes it before the Fall. There's no sin yet and no disobedience; man is in
perfect intimacy with God. And yet, God declares that man is alone and that it is not good.

Dr. Gilbert Bilezikian points out:

Community is deeply grounded in the nature of God. It flows from who God is. Because he is community, he
creates community. It is his gift of himself to humans. Therefore, the making of community may not be regarded
as an optional decision for Christians. It is a compelling and irrevocable necessity, a binding divine mandate for
all believers at all times.

When Jesus' ministry began, he called 12 disciples to be his primary relational and ministry community. Did Jesus
need this motley crew to help him? Not really. But Jesus chose to love them, teach them, and pour himself into
relationships with them, thereby creating the first "small group."

The apostles continued Jesus' model and formed a community of believers who loved God and loved one another.
Despite incredible persecution and against all odds, this rag tag group of Jesus-followers launched small commu-
nities (i.e. church) that proclaimed the gospel and changed the world forever.

Stay tuned...more on Small Groups in the next issue!

This “CAT” needs You!

A survey is coming for all members of KCPC. The survey is designed to help find strengths, satisfaction, and goals of
our church and members. It is called the Congregational Assessment Tool or CAT. This CAT is anonymous and can be
filled out on-line or on paper. The Deacons will be helping to herd these CATS starting May 15", Please watch for
it. Our goal is 100% participation. That would be purr-fect...

2 (From the Mission Studies Team)


http://www.smallgroups.com/training-tools/m/making-case-for-small-groups.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A18
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=WW21741&p=1018451
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